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The Reformed'Catholique, or the True Proteftan 


MM. Pamphlets of quality do of late) if the Author bad not made a Conſcience of co- 
vering the/Siniplicity of his purpoſe under any ſort of Diſguiſe ; ſo that without (0 


' much as 2 ſingle Hew ds ye to uſher it in, he comes point blank co the Bulinefs in the very 


Title. It may be look'd upon, 1 knaw, as a thing of 1! Omen, to begin with an Alias : But 
there's neither Prieft nor Highway-man in our Cale and yet there be cauſe enough perhaps 
for a kind of Hue and Cry too; for *tis a matter of great moment that every man ſhould both 


go, and be known by his right Name 5 and { fferadventore) never more neceflary than in this - 


zunAure,and in this particular : and ſo to my Text. 

A Reformed Caibolique (properly fo called) # an Apoſtolics! Chriftian, or a Son of the 
Chureb cf England: a true Proteſtant may be (o toznay,and many times he t& {o; and many a Loy- 
al, Ortbodox, Reformed Catholique calls himufelffo ;. and (according.to the file of the Age) he 
may be well enough faig abd caccounted foto be. But all this is only by Adoption, and with- 
out any colour for icih' the=originil of his Derominetion. Now a Proteftant, in ftriftne(s of 
ſpeaking is a Lutbergn, which this Ghurch does not in all points pretend to be, and then the 
CbaraGteriſtical Note of a Chriſtian is Cathlique 3 ſo that the Apfpelation is too narrow fog the 


Prmmeiple, and draws on the-very-ſame Implication in a Proteſtat-Catholique, which we make 


ſport with in a Roman-Catholique, that is to ſay, che Solceciſm of a particular Univerſality. 


Here 1s enough already (1 ſyppoſe) co furniſh av Extract of as much Popery out cf it, as-- 


may recommend ſome hungry 1 former fo a etl heat z for we have aſort of peo* 
Ple now a days, that will read a;mans Heart through bis Ribs, though they can hardly ſee his 
Noſe or? face;. and'that give more Credit to their Ears thari-to their Eyes, Now to eaſe 


the Reader in two or three peeviſh Points, if he ſhould chance to be over-critica! and im 


periows, I will tell him before-hand, in a few words, what he is to truſt to, TH 
To the fi-ft Qneftion or ObjeQion fairly ſuppoſed ; the Author is no diſguiſed or concealed 
Papift, but.of the Communion of the Ghurch of Erglard, train'd up in the trifteſt way of it; 
and ftanding ficm to it againſt al} ſorts, of Proyccation, Diſcouragement, Temptation, and Ar- 
gument ; and without warping tothe Feſiits, either on the right hand, or on the left, 
Tothe Secord: He 1s not et on to write this Diſcourſe,either direRly or indireQly 3 by any 
Hint, Deſire, or Appointment whatſoever 3. nor by any other Motive than the ſenſe of what 
he owes to the Publique, and to his Conſcience, and the Conſideration of ſome ſmall Preſenc 
from the Book-ſeller, if there be any thing got by*ts (A piece of Good Hwbandry that he has 
learnt of hjs Swperiors,) He has no deſign upon anyPÞlace at Cert in't, nor upon any Eburch- 
Leaſe ; no not fo much as a Reverfion 3 And all this is erue, by the Faith of a poor Gentle- 
man, that has worn his Doublec out at elbows in his Majelties Service. It might be added, 


that he's grown old arid Careleſs, and that even Malice it {elf were loft upon him, Nouw une 


der theſe Circumftances,1 hope he may ſecurely advance £0 tell you a little more of his mind: 

So fa 23 Catbolique and Proteſt iRt;Terye Gniy as bib ſeyersl Names, inte:iding phe ſe!f-Jame 
thing, (though the one by Propritty, End ee otfi-« but b) Trarſlation ) is al! cne to me wite- 
ther of the cio any man calls me; all che danger, is, the, countenanciag of an ill Thing 
under a guod Name, ay © - | 


# 


Tre word Proteffanty falls tinder a* double aceeptation ; the oney as it denotes the Reformed 
Reſin, the 29-7, 25 It is taken for the Gena Gneraliſſinum of all Diſſeaters from the Church 
of E9itie, The former 1 do heartily embrace, as tiailmitted to us from our Fore-fathers, 
ati $4312 by Tie Bluud of Mart\rs; authorized by the Holy Goſpel,anl by the Law $a 
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Land; the common Bond of onr Civil Peace, and (by G2ds Bleſſing) the Hopes and Means = 


of our Fternal Salvation, 


Now to the laiter Acceptetion, 1 am not at all ſatisfied with if, and L have both Reaſon and 


Agreement p01 


Experience to warrant Mme inthat d flike, 


an Oppofition 3 and nexc, it is an Agreement of ſever! partt's diſagreting among 


carries the face rather ofa Confederaey, t 


but the aſſerting cf a Trwth, that maſt do the work, 


even in a fingle perſon; a3 one man robs 


As to my Reaſ1n; Firſty It isan 


ther/elver, which 


han a Relizion; For it is not the Oppoſing of Errvy, 
One Error may be oppoſed by anather, 
his Neighbour, and 2 third robs him. Here's: 81e 


Tajuſtice - oppoſed ky another : 


So that as it 18 an Apreement 


in Oppoſition, *cis a hundred to _. 


one there will be Error in'c: But the Oppoſers 
ſhould be Right ; for the very Eſſence and Soul 


themſelves being ſubdivided, cis impoſſible ic 
of Religion are here wanting 3 that is to fay, 


Gharity and Unity. 


And for the proof of this, 


beyond all Contradiftion 3 let but any man 


louk bet&& into the late Troubles, and (ee, when t 


he FaRions had deftroyed the King and 


the Church (which they called the Common Enemy) how they 
one another 3 when the Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptifts, 


tell -preſencly'ro worrying of 
© hers, Seekers, Ranters, An, 


tinomianr, and twerity other wild ſorts of SeGaries, 


under the tit 


le of Proteſtants, and under 


"deracy ; and that 


the pretence of oppoſing P-pery, deſtroyed the very Cauſe they coveranted to affect ; a Pre» 
tet ant-Chureb, a Proteſtant Prince, and a Proteftant-People, filled the Land with Confuſron,Secyie 
b-age, and Herefi: 3 made the Engliſh Nation a Reproach and a Scandal tothe Chriftian World :. 
And ſo ſoon 25 they had poſſefled themſelves of the Power and Revenue of the Kingdom, e- 
very mans hand was againſt his Brother for the Booty. 

To proceed now to the matter of Experience : I would fain ſee any one Inftance from the 
ve: y Reformation it ſelf, to this day, when ever there was a Clamonr advanced upon this\Point, 
of a Conjunt Oppoſition of Popery, that the Church of England was not ſtruck atin the Gonfe» 
too, not by blind Infcrexces and tacit Preſumption, but by Overt Ads, and 
2 Notoriety of Pratizce : That isto ſay, the Men that ſtickled under this Notion,did pokitives 
ly declare the Goveramens by Biſhvwps , to be Antichrifties ; and the Diſcipline and Conmor 
Prayers of the Church, to be. Popery and Superſtition z yes, and the Czvil Adminiſtration is ſelf 
alſo to be downright Tyranny, They did ju't like the Fellows in Hatton-Gardesn , that tole 
My and Plate under the pretence of Searching for Priefs 3 and for the Credit of the Ex+ 
ploit, they rob'd in Red Coats to0, that they might the better paſs for ſome of his Majefties 
Guards, The Similitude runs upon all Four, ſor it was the very cale of our pretended Pro» 
teflants , under colour of hunting for Prieſts, they ſeized Money a1d Plate, and committed 
Robberies in the very Livery of the Government, ; 

This they did in Setlayd under the Qucen Regent, and King Fames 3 and in England, un- 
der Queen Elizabeth ; arid twice in Scotland again, under the l#te King; and after that, in 

England : Two a&ual Rebellions more in Scotland, under tb preſent King, and now God 
bleſs us from another «t home 3 and all chis from chat ſort of people that ſtil'd themſelves 
Proteftants, The Principles, che Metbeds, and the Pretences the very ſame, from one end to | 
the other. | 

The Story of theſe Phanetical Conſpiracies is almoſt as nauſeons as the thing it ſelf is dete- 
fable; only this laſt in Scotland methinks ſeems to crown the Iinfamy of all the reiis For a 
Party that calls it ſelt Proteſtentz a Party in full Cry upon the ſcent of Pepery; a Popifo Plot | 
upon Oath too, at che ſame time upon the Life of the King, upon our Religion and Govern- 

ment ; and that Plor at thatinſtanc, under a trig Examination the ſame party at the ſame 
time ajſo preſſing for Juſtice upon the Conſpirators, nay, and complaining of the remilsneſs 
of the Proſecution , notwithſtanding the moſt exemplary Rigor in the Caſe that ever was || 
Known in this Nation : For this Party,(I ſay)under theſe circumftances,to fly in the lace of the | 


Government, let the World judge if eyer _ was 8 more conſemmared piece of wick | 
| 2 ne 


- 


"nefs, They raiſes ReleHzon, and make Religion the Ground of it;they declare a gr apainft the 
King, and the Chwrch, and yer write theinſelves Loyal Su5jefs and Proteſtants, They ery 
ont of the Danger of Popery, and yet in the ſame breath, draw tbeir Swords upon their Prince, of th 
in the very ottempe of Cruſping it ;, and all theie Aggravations complicated In oneat, Is. ie 
not high time then; after an [mpofture that has coft this Nation fo dear, to learn at laft eo It 
diſtinguiſh betwixt a Religion and a FaGion? Betwixt what men ore, and what they cell ' | Shee 
themſelves ? Is a Kenegode ever the leſs a Twrk for putting out Engliſh Golowrs ? Are the-- * 

_ Bleſſed Spirits ever the leſs pare for the Devils transforming bimlelf into an Angel of Light 2 
Is the Kings Broad Seal one jot the lels valuable for being eounter/cited ? $o neither is our prom 
Profeſſion, And he that diſhonours Religion, or invades Awtborzty under the Name of a 
Proteſtant, is no more to any ſober man, than a Goth or a Vandal, Fudas his Betraying of his the ] 
Maſter was a moſt ungrateful and abominable Sin, but the doing of it with a Kiſs, made it by 
many degrees the more execrable: And it was the height of the Prophec Davids Aﬀiftion, Ne 
the Circumſtance of a Familier Friend, Where's the harm now of laying, Huve a care of Falſe 
Þ:oteftants; The Authoz «= the Finiſher of our F aith, 1s ( I hop?) of Authority ſifficienc 
to juſtifie that Caution. Does not our Saviewr himſe'f te] us that there ſh2ll ariſe Falle Chiilts ].. 
end Falſe Prophets? and why not Falfe Pzoteſtants?. And does he not bid us take beed that 
m0 man deceive w ; for many (lays he) ſhall come in my Name, ſaying T am Chriſt, and ſhe! deceive 
many ? Does he not bid us beware of Woives in Sheeps Cloathing ? And in his deſcription 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, give us the very Picture of our Impoſtor:. 

We have it upon the Credit of Dr, Tongue aud Dr, Oates, that the Sedition of 1641. was 
totally contrived and caryed on by Popiſe Connſelsz and that not only the Conventicles in that 
bloody Revolution, but all our Separate Meetings to this day, ani particularly the Secttiſfa hall ; 
Commotions were and are influenced by Priefts and Feſwits, under che Maique of Profeſſors of heir 
thoſe ſeveral Perſwafione, Have we not reaſonthen to uſe all poſſible circumſpeRion, that we As 
may not be impoſed upon by ſuch as theſe for Proteſtants ? No man has a yreater veneration rope 
for the memory of thoſe Proteſtants that ſuffered Martyrdom for their Faitb:no man a greater god 


Þorrour for the Irifſh,the Parifien,8 leveral other M:ſſacres3no mar! a higher efteem or a moreara.- Th 
der affe&ion for Proteftarey it (ell,(lo far ay. the Profeſſion of theChurch of England is Intended ith 

by it) than 7 have. Bur for thoſe turbulent Spirits char lay about them as it Heaven wece to wel ; 

be taken by «&ual Violence, whoſe Zeal ourftrips Chriſtianity it ſelf, impoſing upon the world. cce 
their own corrupt and impetuous paſſions, inſtead of the healing and pacitque motions of 's, 3 

the Holy Ghoſt : Theſe are a dangerous ſort of people,and their ways are not only a Contra« To 
di&ion to the undeniable Principles of our Inftitztion, but to the common Intereſts of May bays 
kind, as well Individuals as Communitzes : for if it be true, that Charity is the great Leffon of mort 

the Goſpel : Ifir be crae that, Unity in Faith, and Vnanimity in the the things of Civil Go» : th; 
vernment would make up the moft perfeed Bleſſing that reafonable Nature is capable of in Ani 
this Tabernac'e of Fleſh 3 then muſt it neceſſarily follow,that the nearer we approach to that affe 
Agreement, the better Chriftians we are, and the happier Mex ; and the further we depart from eva 

3t the more Ficked & the more miſerable we are, This is either true or falſe: If the former, 4. 
there's.no Treaſon in'c; if the latter, we may burn our Bibles. 's C 
Before I wade any further into this Controverſie, it may do well, I think, to give ſome Th 
Reaſon, why upon 1þ# Subje@ 8 at this Timezthat the Worid may nor take that for the Leaven dye 

S of an unquiet Humour, Which in great truth, is only an a of Conſcience in the diſcharge of ard 
F 32 ſober and a leafonable duty to iy. Prince and Country. Les 
| To the undertaking of this Office, 1 have been induced, by the audacjons Liberties cf tite of 
Prefs, is the matter of Religion and Government, endeavouring to pofſeſs the Multitude Aye 
with falſe and pernicious Principles and Opinions, and by artificial Hints and Scandals to lit þ 
diſpoſe theas (now toward the meeting of this next Parliament) to a partiel and a faftious 6, 


Choice ; 


*, = oy a” K "—— . 


the true Proteſtant; PE: 


Choice: So that my Baſineſs is only to encounter: and lay open the Vauiry and Weakneſs of 

' thoſe Libels, and without confining my ſelf to any one in particuſar,. to-ſiim up the Malice 
of them all, for ſo much as concerns. our preſent purpoſe, and to-ſubmic my felf to the Rea= 
der in a fair and ſhore Reply. | 

It is a Note worthy of conſideration, that all the Papers here ia queſtion, (even to a ſingle 

| Sheet) are the Work of Menexceedingly byaſſed againſt the eft-blifhed Government, as Repub- 
icans, Anabaprift;, and other (orts of D:ffenters from the Chureb;, for the Publiſhers of theſe 
Papers are known-every-one of them,and moſt of the Authors. Now what advice toward the 

Honour and Safety of the Governneent, theſe people are likely co give, who are united in 

common Principles of d:faming, diſcomp.fing, and even of diſſolving it, let Heaven and Earth be 

the Judges 3. And what work ſuch a Houle of Commons would make, as theſe forward Un» 

dertakers would have, if they were to dire and influence the Ele&ion, 

Now if theſe be the CounſeFours, let us ſee next if the Matter of their Writings be not an- 
ſwerable to the Charafter of the Men; and if ic be not moſt evident that it is their very 
(cope and defign (fo far from endeavouring the Peace and Settlement of the Nation) to pol- 
ſon the people with ſeditiow Maxims ; to. create Felouſies b:twixt the King and his Swbjedr, 
ind to undermine the very Foundation of the Government, 

They ſupport themſelves with the i4ultitude, upon two general and popular pretenſions, Re- 
igion and Liberty : What Religion, cr what Liberty they do not ſay; but only fill the peoples 
ieads with a confuſed Notion of things, 2ud wild appreheifions of Pepery and Tyranny : And 
{ben theic.next work i» nnder co our of 1i2ting the Privaledges of King and People, to ere 
iditioms Poſitions 3 and aftera'l, co preicribe Remedies infia:tely worle than the Diſeaſe. We 

hall now make it appear hat the Religion they talk off leads to all ſorts of Impzety 3 and that 
heir pretended Liberty is the ready way t.» ſlavery, Firſt, of Religton, | 
; As to what concerns Ael:ygivn, rhey do all of them fing the fame Song in their Queries and- 
Toprſals to the FreehoIders and EleQF1rs of England, and unanimouſly agree in the fame . me- 
$04 of Advice,to the people, how they are to govern themlelves in their next Ghoice. 

Their firſt Caution is, To purſue the Diſcovery and Puniſament of the Plot,(the Trojan Horſe 
ith an Army in1be Belly of it. To ſceure ws from Popery 3 andibat no Papiit may be allowed to 
well in the Land; Nor any man eboſen into the Houſe, that fall dare tg open bis mouth for a Popiſh 

ucceflors And all this attended with a dreadful Enumeration of the -Maſſacres, Fires, Trea> 

's, and Devaations that have been. wrought by the PopiſÞ | arty, 

To this firſt Point, the Replicant moſt willingly ſubſcribes, fo far as ſtands with Chrift;zm 
barity, and the Lew of the Land ; But then he cannot forget on the other hand , that the 
wuterfeit Proteſtant Horſe of 1641. had an Army in the Belly of bim, as well as the Trojan; and 
: that would be ſafe, muſt.look. both ways at once. | | | 

Another Caution is, not to chooſe any man that is Popiſhly affefed 3 (as another hath it). 
affefled, But a third proceeds a lictle more warily, and recommends the chuſing only of 
ere Proteftants, and not diſguiſed Papifts, who are ready ts pull of their Maſque ,wben time ſerver, 
d may be known by their laughing at the P/o2, difgracing the Evidence, admiring the Tray» 

is Conſtancy, &e. | | | 

This ſame Popiſly and il! affeed, lies open to feveral Exceptions 3 for one Man is made . 

dze of the Thoughts of another, which is only the Prerogative ©f Almighty God, I have 

ard of a man that was indicted for #biftl;xg;but never,til] now,of any Man that was incapa- 
ated to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, for Thinking, Befide the unreaſonable Latitude, 

«4 che horrible iniquity of che Judgment ; for if this be adwitted, no man living can be (- 

"e: It involves the Innocent with the Guilty, and puts a man out of all poſhbility to ac- 

it himſelf, And then forward ; Ic is but turning the Tables, and the Bet is hit on the c- 

" ſide « For why {hould not 1 be as well allowed to pronounce enotber man 4 diſguiſed 

. - JYects. 
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$225tiftant, 2s he to judge me a dfguiled Papifi, ard the ſame 1iberty of marking kim too? You 
thail bao him by his Shibcleth , ; tor the old Covenant (ticks in his Teeih (till, and the whole my 
{lery o! his profeſſion is wravt up'in that Oracle of the Priviledges of Parliament 4 the Kings Juſt Pur: 
cr and Greatneſs ; the Proteſtant Religion againſt Poperp, 4nd Popiſþ Jnnobatrons ; che tirit pojy 
being wholly incomprehenſible, and the other two, like Fugglers Knorr, falt or loole at pleaſure, 
This equal Freedom being granted 0n all (jdes, takes away all Faith, Confidence, and Core 
{pondence in humane Society, I know no difference in the world berwizt one mans Infallibzjay 
and anoibers; nor any (but in Terms) bctwint a fpriv ate mans infallibile Light, and the Popes infalli 
b:eSentence : Nor is there any one Ulurpation in Popery , that is either grievous to the Conſcience 
or dangerons tO the Government ; but a man may ſhew very near an equrvalent of it In Schiſns 
As tothe Marks of diſtin&ion berwixt 2 ſincere Proteſtant and a diſguiſed Papiſtz the Immorality 
of Laughing at the Pl, favours more in my opinion , of an w2mannerly Fool, than of a diſgwiſei 
Papift ; chough for my own Part, | am ſo far from Leughing at it, thatit wounds my foul,the very} 
thought on't. Diſgrecing of the Evidence were ſomething indeed ; bit Co N RKEA Man & Popiſt for 
admiring the Traytors Corft ancy, that, methinks is very hard, and not anſwerabie to what one would 
expe from an Advocatefor Liberty of Gonfcience- It is much eaficr to relinquiſhan Opinion,thaj 
for a man to devel himfe'f of natural Aﬀetiion, and more unreaſonable to claim a freedom in thy 
one, than tO refsſe it inthe other, I muſt confeſs, I do admire ibat Conftancy, 21d if I wereto dye faj 
ſo doing, I could not but admire it ftill $ And theſe Imprefſions are humane and not to berefiſted 
We fall now-into the old Track of the whole party 3 They call for Zoleration; complain & 
perſecution 5 Caſt all their Sufferings upon their worfhipping according t0 thetr Conſcaenees ;, and thee 
this lamentable condition of theirs muſt be remoyſtrated to the whole Nation. Of theſe four point 
in order. | \ 
In the handling of their ples for Proteſtant Diſſenters, there are many things to be taken into cot 
ſideration. Frrſt, 1s it in matters of conſerence, or only of pbanſie, wherein they deſire to be ' 
aulg?d ? Ifthe latter, the upholding of 2 Law i: certainly of much greater concern, than the gra 
fying of a Caprice, Now on the other tide, if they demand it apon ati exigen «£ Conſciemce ; Fig 
why plurally, for Diſſenters ? When one man cannot honeftly undertake for #yotber mans Conſcientr 
Beſides that (Second!y ) they a+k an Indulgence for ſeveral parties, of divided Conſciences and Opiniong 
And in ſhort, they would have the Magiftrate favour all the Conſciences, that will not endure 8 
anthers. Apain z They ſhould do well to explain what they mean by Proteſtant Diſſenters , upy. 
points of Conſcience; whether all in general, or only ſueh and ſuch parties; If all in general, Heatby, 
muſt be tolerated as well as Chriftians, for they have Conſciencer as we'las we : Or if it be reſtcaix,, 
ro Chriſtianity, it opens a door to Hereftes, more dereſtable then Paganiſm it ſelf. So that an Univ, 
21 Toleration is utterly nularwful; & a partial Toltration on the other hand,is as ineffeI«a! ; for vg, 
a plea of Conſcince they may all claims alike: Sothat ir is an A@ of Uniformity Rill.to thoſe that), 
exclud d; and it is not fair, in the Government, to favor one balf, and exaſperate anober, wher 6. 
may as well be taken in, as any, Beſide, upon the ſuppoſal of a limited Toleration, who ſhall jug, 
which are fit to be admitted, and which nor ? If the People, every man juſtifies himſelf, and te 
we are upon an «1iverſal Toleration again. They tell us tories of ſound Faith, good Life, an 
diſtinguiſhing betwixt Fundamentals and not F axndamentalss which is only treading of the * 
Ring (til};for it may be every bodies plea as well as ary man;:That which theMagiftrate judges ores ( 
the people ſhall determine another ; and oxe mans fundamental Truth ſhall be anyhbers fenag, 
ts! Error, which will introduce as many Religions as pbanfies 3 bring Fattions into Families ag 
as into Governments, and wake the people both parties and Judges: And it is not to ſay that” 
Word of God ſhall be ibe Fudge; for that's only a Rule by which we are to Judge 3 and by err" 
j«<d;ments it is made the found tion of all H:reſies; For when every man may make his own C 
there's nnthing ſo impiow, but þ:*1 ſhew you a Text for't. Moreover, the very pretence of LP 
Conſcience is frivolous; for Cenſcience is out of the reach of bumane power; and the freedom of x 
no Law can either puni/o or take away. - | | 
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* But it is the 1 erty < Gimp, | ell as of thi ; g, that þ oy (3, upon, w >< upon the whole 
matter, is neither more nor leſs than a Licence #2 ds what they pleaſe, The League in Flanders,ander 
- BY ! Maximilian : the boly League under Henry the 34 of France; Muncers Outrages in Germany; the Mur- 
it Ps : zberers of Henry the 4'h. and the P. of Orange; and all the Villanies of the late times here at home, 
= "2 were a&tcd under the Maſque of Religion.lt is not for the retraining of Opinions thit Laws are p1 0+ 
ri pong ided z but for the preventing of Overt deeds of Violence, and they are puniſhed for Aion, not for 
FC . | Conſcience. Neither have we any m2ans of diſtinguiſhing betwixt Faction and Religion, if every . 
fallibjtae mans word ſhall be taken for his own Conſcience and then it is a dangerous way of dividing a 
, Kingdom againſt it (elf, | 
onſeienes, Take notice all this while, that they urge a To!eration,no body knows for whom, or for what. 
(18+ 'Where are their Arcicles ? where is the Model of their Accommodation ? or how is it poſlivle to 
\moralieqcontrive any common Expedient to gratifie them ? For nothing leſs than a total Liberty of doing 
diſgniſee what they lift, will pleaſe them, which mult inevitably produce the Diſſolution of the Government. 
\the veryli th'y would have the wilder and morc extravagant Sect; excluded, why do they plead for All 
Ppiſt fin general, and not rather particulariſe the Opinions and Parties that they wou!d have indulg?d ? * 
re wouldBat they dare not do zbis, for fear of difobliging the ref} their buſine(s being to unite ail FaRtions 
niongthajin the quarrel when yet you may as ſoon bring Heaven and Hell together,as reconcile them in Re. | 
om in thyligton > fo that tither they ask an impious thing, in the allowance of all, or a impracticable thing - Þ 
0 dye fajn propounding any Limitation, upon a Plea of Conſcience. But the truth is ro more than this : 
erefiſtedTacy ask a thing which can neither be granted, nor ſo much as underſtood 3 :n | the people are 
mplain &ran{ported with the found of Loyalty and Religor, to the defire of things wholly inconſiſtent with 
and theither Piety or Goverment. 
2Ur Point We ſhould do well to take notice, that againſt this plea for Liberty, there is one on the one fide, 
the Authority of Law, and the ſolemn Judgment of the Church for the Equity of itz. and on the 
1 into cothther, the Kings perſonal and political Conſcience for the Execution of it, There is alfo the Duty of a 
to be | rp for the Obeying of it 3 and the fame reaſon that authorizes an Iavaſion of this Law, may as 
i the grabyell invalidate all the refl. Now the Co:enterpoize to ali'this weight, is (at beſt) only the naked: 
wee ; FConfcience of ſome private perſons, The peoples Conſciences call for Liberty 3 and/the Governors 
ConſcieneC,;ſojence requires Order « Their Conſciences will nct down with this Law, nor this Law with ſuch 
d Opini*NCgn ſciences : Weich of the two now ſhall yield to the other ? gs, 
endure & Byt what benefit might we now expe from this Indulgence here,if it were granted? Or rather,in 
er! UBte frit place, what colour of Conſcience or of reaſon is there inthe very demand it ſelf(a'l the aforce 
al, Heatvh {4 Exceptions over and above? ) Is it tilt reaſonable for them to ask what they themlclves think 
> reti2'h.nreaſonable to grant ? Oc to claim ſuch an allowance to themſelves, as a point of Conſcience, 
an Univ: they themſelves, upon a poir.t of Conſcience refuſe to others? For there is not any one party 
al ; for VF, the whole maſ of Diſſenters, that does not deny the ſame freedom to others which they do joynt- 
ole that), challenge to themſelves ; Nay, in their very Propoſitions to his Majelty in the Tſe of Wight, Mar,1647. 
er, wher fey excepted the UC: of the Common Prayer, when they gave Liberty 10 all other ſorts of Wirſhip. (To 
> ſhall hich Conceſſion they were then compel''d4 by the Circumilances of that jundrre.) Their Refuſal 
lf, and uſt proceed either upon the Rigyt of the thing, or upon Reaſon of State. It they did not like our 
Life, NT ciches do we approve of theirs : Or if it they excluded us out of a reſpect to the publikpeace,thz 
z of the Government hath till the ſame reaſon againlt them, 
dges "i But we ſhall better underſiand the Party, from their own words, wherein we ſhall firſt take a 
ers fun Thort view of their Opiniens in matfer ct. Fatith and Religion, Secmaly, How they (tind 2fteet< 4, 
es hapne party to another ; And thirdly, Their prſttions and practiſes, with Relation to the Civil Goverys 
ment» | 
c ney As to their Opinions, firſt, ſee ſome Extravagances of the Se7gries, Cited by a Preſbyterian, out of 
G of LP ir own WWritivgs, in Ldwerds's Gargrena, from p. 18.to 27, 
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"They Cry tht re Sutptures gre Infuſficient and uncertain, . God the Hufhor 
atolocle it CET hot the Mogittrate ought not to puniſh any man for denying of aGo 
«ſo ferſwadid, Tice every Creature is God, an Eftlux only from God, 1d ſhall return to him; 
Chat there is but © :c Perſon in the Divine Nature, That the leaſt Truth 3s of more worth than J:(us 

Chr.ii kinſclf, That the Dyu@rine otRepentance is a Soul-deftroying D-:Gcine, That '1is as Poffible 
fr. Citi himſelf to Sir, 85 for a Child of God to Sin. That. the Moral Law is of no uſe at all to Be- 
i vers, That Peers tremble, after the denyal of bis M iſter; iſſued only from the weakneſs of his Faith, 

That Infants rf- not 5 008 Nay, he (pe ks of a SeQiry pleading for a Toleration of W tches, with 
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' fc.veral abominabl: Inſtances, And hz charyes the Nurſery and Encreaſe of them, pon the Presbyrte. 


ri2ns 5 and that it was their Indulgence, not Epiſcopal connivance that wrought our Miſchief in that 
hind. They apree (tays he) with ]. lian tbe Apoliate, Libertines, Athiefts, Unclean, Inceſtuous, Dcun- 
urds, Sibbath-breakers, Lyers, ſugg]-rs, Slanderers, proud 8nd boiſting, infolent, outrageous, Hy- 
rOcritical, falle, 

The S. aries vn the other hand call the AC:mbly, Antichiiftian, Romiſh, Bloody, Plagues axd 
Pits the Kingdom, Baals Prieſts, Southfayers: The Pre bytcrian Government a Limb of Antichiift, 
T'yrannical, Lordly, an Z zyptian Bondage. Aa Anabaptiſt (aid, He hoped to ſee Heaven and Earth on 
fire, before Presbytery ſhould be (citled; and 10 ſee it trodden under foot, as the Biſhops. Sterry bimſelf 
ſays, The Szed of God bath two Capital Encinics, Romifh Papacy, and tbe Scoich Piesbytery, See 


'what the P resbyterians ſay now 20 Toleration. 


It is much (ſays the London Miniſters Letter to the Afﬀſembly,) Fan. 1. 45. that our Brethren ſh1y14 
{: parate from the Church, but that th:y ſhonld endeauour to get a Warrant 20 authorize their Separation 


from it , andto have Liberty (by drawing Members out of it) to weaken and diminiſh it, till ( ſo far as 


lies in them) they have braught it to nathing, This we think #9 be plainly unlatoful. 
And then the Harmony of tbe Lancaſhire Miuiftzrs,p. 12, Toleration would be the putting the Sword in 
# mad mans hand, proclaiming Liberty 10 the Wolves,to come ano Chritts Flockgto prey wpon his Lambs, 
Toleration m. kes the Scripture 2 Noſe of Wax 3 a Rulz of Faith to all. Religions, And this is 
the great Rabby of the party. Rutherfords free Diſp. p. 360% 
Liberty of Conſcience, aud Tolecation of all, or any Religion, is fo prodigious ## Impicty, that 


| thi Religious Parliamnt cannot but abhor the very naming of #2. Baileys Diſſwafive Epiſt. Ded. 1645. 


It is unreaſonable (ſays the D: fender of the London Miniſters Letter to the Aﬀembly, Anti-tolera- 
on. p. 16 ) thatIndep.ndents (»uld defire that Toleration of P resbyters,which they would not give 
t) F resbyters. 

Let it be obſerved from hence, that theſe people do firſt demand of the Government that Liberty 
which they dery to one anotber, And Secondly, That they pretend t» do it upon Conſcience, and yet 
hold the thing it (elf to be abſolutely unlawful; fo that they juſtzfie the Conſcience of our denying it to 
hem, by the Conſcience of their refuſing it to others, And the only way to evade this, is to dilcover 
all:by confefling,that thouzh they now beg a Toleration from the Government,yet it they get power 
iutheir hands, they'l make a Conſcience again (as they did before) of allowing any freedom to the Go» 
vernment, 

It is a zlear caſe, that their demands are wnwarrantable, imprafticable, unreaſonable, and not groun- 
ded upon Conſcience, but dire@'y in oppoſition to it; as we have it under their own hands. 

Let us try now it we can diſcover what the deſign is, fince it appears manifeſtly what it is wot 3 
and that, not only from the reaſon of the thing, but trom their own deeds and writings 3 and thoſe 
matters alſo, and poſitions, expounded by prafiiſe, 


One thing remarkable is thisz That they have been till fiſh;ng 3n troubled Waters ,and taking ads | 
. vantage of all D.ſtreſſes, and necetlitics of the Government, Did not Cartwright, Coppinger, Ars 


thirgton and Hicket, take their time for that exeerable Conſpiracy againſt Q- Elizabeth, when (he was 


d.if bisConſcience. 
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ju ſt1poa the very point of ſecuring the ref-rm:d Religion againſt the Power and Church of xp 4 o 
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"*  YDid not the Sefforier in 1641. take the ſame advantage again the late King, when his thoughts” 


= vere wholly taken up abour ſuppreſling the Iriſh Rebellion ? And did not the latter Scotch Tunmelis | 
ſos cake the ſame advantage ofhis Majefties being under many troubleſome Circumſtances about the 


op, |Ttots and when the peoples minds were prepared to take ill Impreſſions in the matter of Govern» 

© {4 ment? Sothat the very timeing of this revived Clamonr for Liberty of Conſcience,looks ſuſpicioullys 
it 'and the more, becauſe their Meetings here have of late been very little interrupted. * 456 
mM, | To run through thoſe peftilent principles, which the Heads of the Se@aries have publiſh'd in theit 
ith | own names, were endleſs, Wherefore I ſhall content my ſelf with ſome of their general Pofitions, 
'c- Jand refer the Reader to Hubandr ColleGions ,or the Authors themſelves for thereſts as Me/ton, Good» 
bat |\ win, Rutherford, and a hundred more. 
Un= They make the Lords and Commons the ſupream Power ; nay, the people themſelves in ſome caſes 
Ty- Princes, they ſay, maay be depoſed and put to death 3 They diſtinguiſh betwixe the Kings perſon and 


his authority, the Letter of the Law, and the Equity of it ;- and appeal from the written Law-co the * | 


and Law of Nature. and according to theſe maxims they govern their proceedings, 
iſt, Bur will you fee now the price of all our Blood, and Confwſion 7 | 
7 08 Upon their Petition to his Majeſty for a Reformation of the Liturgy, the King moſt graciouſly iſ- 
ſelf ſued out a Commiſſion for a Review of the Book of Commen Prayer : An equal number of learned 
See Divines, both ns and Presbyterian were appointed to meet about it, and to agree. upon ſuch. 
Miterations 45 
ld would nor tetally lap afide tbe Bock of Common Prayer, but read thoſe parts againſt which there cou!d be- 
ion no Exception. Now inftead of weft neceſſary Alterations,and thoſe to be agreed upon by both Par- 
ras Fties,they publiſhed a new Litzrgy of their own, under the Title of the Keſozmation of the Liturgy, 
(which is indeed the Abalition of it.} Vle give ye only a taſt of ſome of their-important ſcruples that 
1 in are Caſt into the ballance, againft the Unity of the Church, and the Peace of -the Kingd:wm : | They 
nbs, |turn Wedded fe into Warryed ; Doſt thou Believe into Do pou Believe 3 and ol 1bis 1 Gedfaſily+ 
is is © Believe, into 1Þis I do unfeignedly Belzeve, 
Let us now ſuppoſe theſe people had their Askingsy Let any man but ſhew me from the Minority of 
that K, Fames,to this bour,wherethey were not the more violent and importune upon yielding(even to. 
;45., the hazard of a downright Rebellion)& the Author ſhall give any man his Head,for the Preſident: 
era= Did not the Aſſembly in 1578, impcſe uponthe?orliament 1nSeotland, fall foulupon the Archbiſhop. 


pive of Glaſgow, and the whole Order ? paſs a Deeree agairft their votes in Parliament,commandthem to} | 


renounce their Temporel Titles, & Civil FuriſdiGzony& let their Dwarriers at work for the demoliſh. 
erty Ing of Glaſgow Catb:dral?/which had been done too,if the Tradeſmen had not by force preventedit.) 
yet And did they not grow bolder and boider upon the Kings Lenity; and command the Biſpops,upon + 
tto Pain of Excommunication,not to officiate as Poſtors,without Licence from the General Aſſembly , and . 


ould be thought moft neceſarp. His Majefty  earneftly defiring that the Minifters - ||; 
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wer likewiſe order the Patrimony of the Church to be diſpoſed of as they ſhould ſee meet ? And: did; 4 


wer they not after that, make a violent and treafonous Seizure of the King at Ruthven, and juftifie it 
Go» When they had done? And ſoon by degrees, til] his Majeffy was forc*d, by a Tumultat Edenbowurgh, - 
In 1596.and the Miniſters Bond of Confederacy immediately upon ityto a Reſolution of rigour and ſe- 
Yun.  ?erity 3 Which (as Spottſwood obſerves) gave him more quiet and ſecurity for the future. ” 
His Majeſty was no ſooner enter'd upon the Government of Englazd, but he was aſſaulted. in 
wot > | 1604+ with the ſame ſort of people, and at a Conference at. Hampton Comnrt, this Quition was pat, 
hoſe How far an Q:dinance of the Church was binding, without effence to Chziftian Kjberty.? Where- 
upon the King gave this ſhort Anſwer, Ler's bave no more of theſe Dueſtions, but conform at your fe= 
, 2d; | il, So that they gave him no further trouble upon that fubje&t, And this was Queen Elizabeth's 
" dr, Caſe too, to the hazard both of her Life and Government ; till by that ſevere A againſt chem, of 
"was the Thirty fifth ofher Reign, ſhe gave her (elf eaſe-for the remainder of her Life. 
me 2? What did the late King gain by his Indelgence to the Scots in 1637. but farther Indignities and. 
Did Contempt ? Firjt, the Service-Book and .Cayuons were _ Grievance 3 then the Five —_— yy | 
Yo” = erin,” 
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Perth, though eftab-ſhed both by the General Aſſembly and, Parliament 3 The High Commiſſion nexe 
and then the Biſhop, Seſſion in Civil Fud*catorier, Nis Majeſty gratifie: them in every point : Info. 

much, thatthey ba4 nuthing further ro complain of, but that the King would not aboliſh Fpiſco. 

Þacy, and admit the Authori:y of their Lay-E!dersz upon which point they brake out into an open 
Rebelions Afr this, upon the Interview cf the ewo Armies at Berwick (when the King had them 
ab{oJutely at his mercy) upon their Supplication for a Treaty, he trulted them again, and con= 

. cluded upon a Pacifiegtion ; of whic, the Covenamers did not keep fo much as one dticle, 

Upon his Majeſties return to Londoy, he pafſes the Tricnxia! Bl; aboliſhes the Star-Chbamber and 
Higb Commiſſi u- Court ; paſſes an A for the Continuaon:e of the Parliament; and in fine,denys them 
nothing but his Crown and his B!oods, and then by vircue of what he had given them already, they 
took away the reſt, and ſtript bim of his Friends, his Autbority , his Revenue, and his Life. 

They miniſter great caufe of ſuſpicion in their very ſtile and ſeruples: Why do they run ſo munch 
npon ambiznities?As theſettiing of Religion in its die Tatitude;a due & neceſſary Refozmation;found : 
Belief; Pzinclples congruous c» - National Settlement ; che Kings Juſt Righcs ; Impoztanee of * 
Snter:fis; Srated Deer 2 the Churcb, &c. What is all this, but a jumbling togetier of (0 many 1 
Amuſements, to paſs a coJourable pretence upon the people ? And it ſignifies juſt nothing, but *© 
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what Conftrugion they ſhall think fit to allow it. If they would offer any pertinent, intelligible and 
prad.cable Propeſitien ; and lay, what InjunGions they would have abated ; what Parties they would 
recc mmend for theſe qualifications; where to find them, and who ſhall judge of them. If they 
would ftatetheir Demands, and (ay, This is alt we &R; and then reſt there: If, as they pleadfor all 
 Diſenters, they would prodnce ſome common Inſtrument, or Commiſion , to ſhew that they are an= | 
th-riz'd by all tofolicite in their Names, and to treat upon ſuch or ſuch Points; and to go no further, 4 
the buſineſs might be brought yetto ſome rational iſſue, 
' As their S1i(e is exceeding dakand myſteriozs, fo are their Scruples of an extraordinary Daality 
r00. They cannot kneel at the Sacrament, but they can hold up their bands at the Covenant z they 
can diſpenſe with the Oath of Allegiance, and yer make a ſeruple of diſclaiming the Sol:mn Leagwe | 
They can ſwallow a Schiſm(or worle ) and yet a Ceremony choaks them. Add toll this z many of | 
thoſe very perſons that promoted our former Troubles, this very way, are now at work again upon 
the ſame pretenſion z and may, Without breach of Charity, be ſuſpe&ed co have the ſame deſign, 
and to remain in a ſtate of impentteney, if they have not manifeſted their Repertance by ſome opens 
Recantation : For (according to the'C aſuzfts ) publique ſins require pmblick confeſſions, | 

It is an ill ſign ton, for a man to Jeap upon the ſudden, from matter of Conſcience to Reaſon of 
State; and in the ſame breath, of a petitioner to become a reformer, It would (eem a firange thing, 
for a man to requeſt a {pecial favour from the Maſter of a Family, and at the ſame time to put af» 
fronts upon his Domelticks, and to tell him that his Ser yants were all of them a pack of Raſcals; 
which is not much from the point in hand. 

Wehave had abundance of Advice to the Free-holders of Englimd, toward the Ghoice of this 
next Parliameut; as Sober and ſeaſonal le Dueries, Englands great Intereſt, the Freehollers Choice, and 
twenty more ; and all of them agreeing in the genera! Heads one wich another ; hey tell us who 
are fit to be choſen, and wh» not, | 

' The former ſuch 45 will remove and bring to Juſtice evil Counſellors, corrupt and arbitrary Mini- 
© þ ftersof State; detcd and punifh the Penſioners of the former Parliament #72 the face of the Kingdom, 
| and they muſt chuſe ſuch as will ſecure ws from Slavery » 

= FThepeopleare direfted on the other fide, not to chuſe a man tbat har been reputed a Pentioner, 
£1 no Court-Oticer, or whoſe Employment 3s durante bene placito; no ambitious men, or Non-reſt- 
=] dencts,that live here in Town, and ſeek, Honour and preferments above. 
Wy: This bs the Counſel of England grand Intereſt: And methinks, in theſe Qualifications, there. is 
both too much, and too little, As co the point of Evil Counſelors, corrupt Miniſters and Penſioners, 
he ſhould have done well to have advi*sd them all manner of caution and circumſpefion, for wor 
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| of miſtaking their Men. This was the way that brought the Farl of Strefford, and the Arch-Biſh»y > 
[ e Ar HnoPp 
IG of Canterbury to their Ends. under thenotion of evil Counſellors too, though perhapeche mo - fF 
piſco- ceſlary Inftrumens that ever this Nation enjoyed, for the Common Good both of King and peo» || 
\ Pen ple. So that as it is a great Service to bring corcupt Miniſters to publick Juſtice, it is yet a lewd 
| method to make the Rabble the Executioners,and to puniſh Male-Ad miniſtration by Sedition ; For || 
con. | In thiscaſe thegood and the bad fall indifferently withoutdiſtin&ion; and inſtead of drawing here |} 
; and there a Plece of rotten Timber toward a Reparation, they fall foul upon the main pillars and {|| 
ang | ſupporters of the Houſe; fo that all falls iato ruins, And then the mark of a Reputed Penfioner goes |. 
hem | 2 little coo far; for it lies in the power of two or three malevolent Tongues to make any man ſo, 
They that made the laft King a reputed P apiRt, ſkall much more eafily make any of his Majeſties "| 
Subje&s po Fafly ngartpoaccy, 
The total Exciukon of all Court-Offi-err, or Bene-placito. men, is yet worſe; For this ſers up a 
mam dire& Oppoſition berwixt the King and his people; as who ſhould fay, Truſt no body that _ 
we ; Token ofthe Kings favour, Ard the ſame reaſon diſables him as well to any other Truft 
whatſoever 3 So that the Kings Countenance is a kind of Incapacity, And it'is the ſame thing with 
thoſe he calls Ambitious Men; as if any Application to his Majeſty made a man unfit for the-Service | 
and of his Country, He ſhou'd have done well to have warn'd them againſt the known Enemies of the' || 
,uld Government, rather then the ſuſpe&ed Servants of the King. | ; 
' The Free-holders Choice is a very Martin Mar-Prelate, His Language againſt the Clergy is too ||. 
rl courſe for an honeſt man to repeat after him, but he has ranged them in good Company ; for he | 


aus Ways tbat they lay out themſe;ves, to accommodate their Maſters with the verieſt Villains that can' be pick'd 
has u} in all the Country 3 that ſo we may fall into the hands again of as treacherous and letud a Parliament 
, as the Wiſdom of God, and Folly of Man has moſt mirac#loſty freed us from. Methinks ſome of the |: 
ality Members of that P arhiament {huld concern them(elves to call for Juſtice upon (o foul a Scandal. | 
The Author.of the Seaſnable Suaeries aoes not only recommend the ſame Cautions with the 

_ reſt, bur calls his Majeſty bhimle'f ro Shift, and pucs the © «eitton, whether P rorogation and Difſo» + 
y of lution of P arliament+, at ſuch a time as this, does not fill the bearts of P roteſtant Subjets with evi= || | 
dent fears of deltru@in ? 1i 7 

And Secondly (ia's be) Whether it be not biz! time for all the Proteſtants 3 England, to reſolve as |: 
Pers one man, that they wil. tend by, and maintain tbe Power and Priviledges of Parliament, together |» 
with che Power and Fult 2225 of the King, according to the Laws of the Kingdem, ſo as the Dng may |: 

n of not intrency 11m th ther. « - t 


ing, The former kay uiarzon vpon the Reaſon of the Kings Proceedings, would have been more | 
tr afo taken potice of perhaps, if it had not been followed with one'ofthe moſt audacious Challenges that #1 
als; this Licentious ſeaſon has produced ; for the weaning ofit is; to incouragea dire Kiſing, asif the || | 

King and the P arliament were going together by the Ears, (forgive the Exprefiion) and the people to ins the 
this terpole, to fee fair play. | * 
and T his is the very Trace of the Old Coverant: They muſt reſolve to maintain no body knows what || 
zho on the one fidez (for the Priviledges cf Parliament are paſt tinding outs) Bitthen they areto ſtand | | 


by the Kirg, on the other fide, with a Limitzti nm; only in his Yuſt Rights, and of thoſe Bounds, 
ini- they themſelves are to be the-Judges. This Epithete was applyed to the late [ings Caſe, by thoſe || 
om, very men that cut off his Head. 

The Author of England: preat Tnteref, having dire&ed the ge od people what perſons to chovuſe 
ner, for the enſuing Parliament, and what not. His next work is to tuftruft them in che Know'edge of || 
reſi their Powers, which he divides into three Rights or Fundamentals. The Fuft is 1220pertp, that is, ||* 

s Righc and Title 20 their own Lives, Libercies, and Eſtates, For th: Law (ſy ) rs Umpire be- || 


reis tween King, Lords, and Comman: 3 andthe Right and Property is one in itd, through all Degrees || 'Þ 
rers, end Q 1alities i» the Kingdom, Marktiats | |&E: 
fear W.1y does he.not fay that the King iz Vnvire Letwixt King, Lords-and Commons, as viel! as than | \ 2? 
of PP. 2 q the' | 2 4 

| ' | TI. - 


rity of it, is but an Emanation from Soveraign Power, And then for his Three F undamentals: As I 
2m a Commoner of Englend my (elf, I ſhould be loth to loſe any Right of an Engifo mans and yet as 
I 2m a loyal jubjed allo, I (hould be as unwiiling to encroach upon the Privileages of the Crown. [ do 
not know what he means by his ove in Rind; with the emphaſis of Wark that upon it, If it be, chat 
the people have as much right to their Lives, Liberties,and Eftates, as the King himſelf has 3 though 
it be true in ſome ſenſe, it will not hold yet, as he would have it underſtood, For the people may for. 
ſeit their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates but the King cannot forfeis his ; Wherefore Mark that to. 

His Second Fundamental is Legiſlation :- Or the Power of miking Laws for nv Law ean be 
made or abrogated (be ſays) in Eng'ard without them, : 

[t is not candidly done, to call that the very Ad of Legiſlation, which is only e9nſultive and pre- 
parative towards it, The making of Laws, is 2 peculiar and incommunicable Prerogative of Soveraignty z 
ſo tht to place the legiſlative power in the Commons, is to make them @upzgeam; and to fct a King of 
England once more at the Conemons Bar, Brfide that, his Inference is as inconſ-quent, as his Aſſertion is 
dangerour, As If a Law muſt neceſſarily be made by them, becauſe it cannot be m:9e or abrogated 
withcut them, Docs he that furniſhes the Ingredients, therefore make the Medicine, b:cauſe the M:- 
arcine cannot be made without the Tagredients ? What ſignifies the form of an Titrament to the paſ- 
ſing of an Authority or Obligation, withou: ſizning and ſealing ? Yet the one cannot be done with- 
out the other; Does the Comncel that draws the Conveyance paſs away the Eftatez becauſe the Act 
could rot have been good without him? And again, the Law in this caſe, is no other then a Promiſe 
under the Kingr Hand paſt to the people, and partakes of the nature of other promites. It was made 
by the Promiſer, and cannot be difcharg*d without the Conſent of thoſe to whom it was promiſed, 

His third Fundamental is Executive, & holds proportion with the other two. order to compleat both 
their Freedom and Sccurity 3 and that is their ſhare (as be ſays) in tbe Juicatory Power 3 in the 
Exccution and Application of thoſe Laws that they agree to be made. 

A Fudicatory Power without authority to Miniſter an Oath,is to me, I muſt confcls,a new thing: 
And now for the word agree; though it may be pertinent encugh to his purpoſe (tor there needs 
no more to the undoing of the molt regular Government upon the face of the Earth, then firſt ro 
| turn the peoples hearts aBainſt it, and then to potſ:fs them that they have a Lega! Remedy in 
their own bands.) Yet that word (I ſay) in this place,is very improper ? for it is but a Requejt pre- 
» | fented to his Majcſly for his Approbation. The Requelt or Bill is,no doubr,agreed nponz bur it were an 
>| uncouth kind of expreſſion for a Petitioner to (ay,that he does agree that his Petition (hall be granted. 
JB The Bufincls is fairly puſh'd already : but the Publiſher of a pretended Speech lately printed car- 
+4 ics it a ſtep further. Tf a Prince (ſzys be) be born to a Kingdom, who is either Lunatique, or other- 
= 1 wiſe diſabled to do the Kingdom any good, ſhali not the Snbjects, in this caſe, proceed to chuſe anotber, who 
2} muy preſerve the Kingdom, when otherwiſe it muſt of nec: ſity periſh ? as lately in the caſe of Portugal, 
#h-y choſe another to ſucceed, becauſe of the Dilability of rhe tormer. | 

This is in plain texms a Depoſing principle: For ifa King may be remov'd, in (uch caſc of Diſability, 
the people being made ]udyes of th eCale,jt is but their ſaying that he is not fit to govern, the work is done. 
> There is a Sheet printed under the Title of A Pleg,&c.that has more brains and art in it thin or- 
| dinary. He ſays that a King is not for bis own but bis Subjeets ſales oniy) and that we. have in truth, 
Eo rather Title, &c. to. H m, then He to Us: Adding that when Kings themfelvcs be Ill ones, God #ot only 
=] approves of their removal, but ever himſelf does it: This he ſupports upon Texts extreamly mifapply'd, 

* Letit be agreed now that a Prince is rather conſtituted for the good of the people, then the people 
=J-for the advantage of the Prince. But let it be granted alſo on the other fide, that Providence has 


- % 4 made Order fo ncceſſary to the well-being of mankind, that Tyranyy it (elf is yet more tolerable than 


*F-cicher Anarchy or Sedition : So that in the matter of Obedience to Superiore, we find our convenience 
J cvea in our Duty. He fecms to infer, that bocaulſe God bimſelf does many times remove ill Kingy, mo 
| thercfore 


he I 4 For the Law is only the Kings Pleaſure made ktown; and the whole force and authoe *' 
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Kingdom, againſt the common Enemy of Mankind ? Since the perſecution of jbis Age lies ſo heavy up. 


formed Catholiques there. tothe proteſtant Difleniers at Genevatheſe Nun-conformiſts (I lay) returned }; 


'Þithin alimited time, oz of returning without Licence, to bs pzoceeded againſt os a Felon, withour 


\ her Wajeſiies laboſu! Cubernment, and Autbozity, by abſenting my ſeiffrom iThurch, and from - 


-_ 7 ae. 


; ee Haba to dS tis <}_ Amon Rd is ae _— c — | 
therefore he approves of our doing (o too. But firf,we are not to draw Gods extr ordinary p4yr1ntd. 

precedent, By the lame Rule, plunder was formetly juſtified upon a Seriptaral! Commiſion for the ſpoil» Þ 
ing of the Egyprions. Secoxdly, The very admitcance, that an if King may be remov*d, makes way to || 
the deftru@ion of a g'od one; for *tis but ſaying he is ſo, to wake him ſo, and it leaves him barely at | 
the mercy of the people 3 And this isnot all neither, forirt turns up the very root of Prog | 


.and cafts humane Afﬀairs into a cirew/ation of eonfuſion, The two Houſer depos'd the King 3 the Com 


mons the Lords; the Multitude they depoſed the Commonz; and all upon the ſame Charge of Miſ= | 
demeenonxr. So that the Truſtee being ſtil] accomptable to thoſe that entreſted him, the Order of Go 
vernment is inverted, and the laft Appeal lodg'd in the Rabble. It is a ſtrange thing that onr Prote. 
flane Diſſenters ſh ld ſo unanimoutly agree i1 their methods of oppoſing Autbority, anil yet keep gt © | 


fo grea: a diftance in all things elſe; for how (ccupulousſoever they may may ſeem to be in fer forms 


of Devotion, they are the ſtricteſt people in the world, in the obſervance of a ſet form of Wrangling 
with the G vernument ; For an Out-ery of perſecution dos a8 naturally follow a Plea for Liberty, as one 
foot follows another. Doth not (uch a day as this (ſays eur Queriſt) lowdly call for Repentance this 
Proteſtants bave beer perſccuting each other ; and for Unity in affettion among all proceftant Subjeas, | 
whether conf-rming or diſſenting in ſome leſſer points 5, and that as bretbrin 1hey unite in ſuch a Combis 

nation of eonjundion, a was in 9. Elizabeths time, with good ſucceſs to defend the Crown,Religion and || 


on him, and that nothing will ſerve his tun, but the wniting of Proteſt ants in luch a Combination as 

was in the dys of ©, El:zabeth, it will not be amiſs to look a little into the Behaviour of the pro. 

zeſtant Diſſenters in thule days, arfU the 1:4ulgence which they received fom that Gracious Prince's, . | 
The Non-conformijts that fled in Q, Maries time to Frankfort, and went off from the Engliſh re. |: 


for England upon ©: Elizab:ths coming to the Crewn, and for the firſt zen years of her Reign,p'y'd | 
her ſo hard with Libels, Clamours and ſeditiow Conſultations, that betwixt the Papiſts on the one 
haiid, and the Proteſtans D ſſenters ove the ther, (he had much ado to (ſecure the peace of her Gge . 
vernment 23 And nct being in- condition to venture upon any courſe rigor or ſeverity, the Pro, 
t:flare Diſſenters in the 14th, year of her Reign, ereted a Model of their o#ns calPd ic the Churitb, |; 
libel” d che Queer, Parliament and Lords," and afterward entred into a formal Conſpircy againſt hee | * 
Myjeſty and Council, which being deteQed,ſome were exccuted,and others imprilon'd : So that, | 
at laſt, by one ſevere Law of the 35th. of her Reign, ſhe puc an end to that Confederacy, 2. 
Here was the Unity of the Combination our Pampbleter ſpraks of; and we'] give ye now the pro-' '| | 


viſion it telfthat did the bufineſ:,with the preſcribed form of their Submiſſion, The penalties ttere 


Impriſonment, without Bail oz Main-prize, fog being preſent at un!awful Conventicles. The ®f- 

fender to be diſcharg'd. if within thzee months be made bis open Submiſſion and Acknowledgment, [ 
in the Form by the ſatd Þtatut? appointed, But incaſe of Recuſancy, to conform within that |, 
time, be was requir'd to abjure the Kealm ; and in caſe of refuſing to abjure, 02 of not departuigy þ: 


Benefit of Clergy, Here fol/ows the Form of Submiffion. : | | Fab G 
I A. B. do humbly conſeſs and acknowledge that I have gziebouſly offended God, in contemning 


bearing Divine Serbice, contrary to the godly Laws and ®tatutes of 1his Kealm 5 and in uling 
and frcquerting diſozder*d and unlawful Conventicles and Aﬀembltes, under the p2ctence an? cg- 
lour of Exeiciſe of Keligion? And Y am heartily ſozry foz the ſame, 8c, ; | 

You lee here what Quyarrer was both given and taken under (). Elizzbetb, which fhews that the 
©neriſt waslittle read in Biftory, to appeal to che pratices of chole rimes, eithec for the Tnacence 
of the party, or the forbearance of ther. Bur hear what Englands Intere}} iays tO this matter. 

Oh! lay to beart (ſay: be) the grievows Spoils and Ruins 1hat bzre beer laid up:n your harmleſs 


Neighbours for near thete twenty years, S18ty pounds difirain'd for Twelve, Two lvindied for Siv iy | | 
| The | | 
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The Flocks tk: out of the Fold ; the Herd from the Stall : Not a Cow left #6: groe Milk #0the Ore 
- phaas,zor a Bed for the Widow to lie ou : Wh-le Barns of Corn ſwept away,and not a penny returned, 
. And all this for Wozbipping God accozding ts their Conſcience. If you (ſays he to the Free-holders) 
will eith:r compel or perſecute yoxr ſelves, or chulc ſueb as do, you bate the Papills, bus not Popery. 
This is ſo errant a Caxt of Begging, a3 if the Proteſtant Diſſenters had ſerved their Trade in Moor- 
"Feelds ;, and it runs too, in the very tone and Riile of their peritions and: admonitions to Q. Ehizabeoh, 
-,,and (o down by a clear Succeflion-to this inſtant, There were Citations, De gradings, and Depriy:= 
vations 3- ſom: 44 tbe, Marſhalſeas, ſume in the White-Lyon , ſome in the Gatchouſe at Weltmintler, o= 
thers in the Counter, or in the. Clink, or ia Brjdewell, or i# Newgate, How many good mens deaths 
h zve the Biſhops been the cauſe of ? Hop many bave they-driven to leave their Miniſtry, and live by Pby- 
4? Men have been miſerably handled with Revilings , Imprifonments, Baniſhments, O'c. If this 
| perſecution be not provided for, great trouble will come of it. 
A | Under K. Famer, no man (they (aid) could be afiared'of bis Lands or Life. And under the late 
Xing, how wcre theſe poor pcop'e oppreſſed by Fines, Impriſonments, Stigmatizings, Deprivations, 
= ſuſpenſions, excommunicated, eutlan*d beggar'd, proceeded againſt with paniſhments pc caniary and cor. 
| poreal;. nay, death it ſelf :- And now they are at-the ſame lock again. 

But what are theſe people for the love of God) that are thus miſerably us*d all this while > Why 
truly (af we may take their own words for*t} under Q: Elizabeth they were Loyal Subj:Gs, and 
Gods faithful ſervants, moſt worthy, faithful, and painful Minifterr, learned and godly, unreproveable 
before all men 3 the Strengih-of the Land, and the Sinew of heg Majelties Government, Under K. 
© | Famer, they were men of Conſcience, preſervers of the Churches Right, and aſſerters of the Holy Dif 
| cipline, Ut.ider the late King, they took up the Titles of men of tender Confciences, well-atfcQted 3 
| anen that. had the power of. Godlineſs, painful, laborious preachers of the Word 3 faithful in their 

| Generation, and men zealous in the defence of the Proteftant Religion, the Priviledges of Parliament, 
and of his Majeſty in his Juſt Kights. And in our days, they cali themſelves Lovers of God> Or- 
>| &inances, and enemies of all humane Inventions 3 a people zealous of Religion; found in the Faith, 
=] intelligent, ſober, numerous, -peaceable, orthodox : The Ceremonies they look upon as an Exceſs; 
* they diſſent from the cutward O:der of Worſhip, (for the Conſcience will interpole in the D.Rates 
| and InjunQions of men, in Divine Worſhip) all theſe people agrecing in this common Complaint, 
=] that tlicy arc perſecuted' for worſhipping according to Co. ſcience. Whether they do well or 
+ ill; whether they ſpeak true or falſe; whether they have Reaſon on their tide or not, in theſe Re» 
| monſtranceslet the Reader judges 

Let it be firſt obſerv*d,that the Author dates.this pcrfecution from hiis Majzſtics Return; near theſe 
20 yearsi(he ſay-Yas if there had never been any (uch thing before; whereas from the time of Q. El1z42- 
beths Act above-mentioned.to the very. AR of Vaiformity,(the late times excepted):he Church was 
never without a legal proviſton for the preventing & ſuppreiting of Conventicles, and the much Law 
more rigorcuſly pur in execution, Bcſide thar, as they were more or lefs indulged, the N :tion 
was ſtill more or lefs at quict, Obſerve again, that there's no notice taken of the Liberiy of the 
late times,cr the-depl »rable Eifeds of that Licence, though the Presbytcrians little Fiong:y was hea- 
 vicr then the Loyns of the Biſpops, in the point of Reſiraint, as we have ſh:w*d alrcady, from.the 
21 mouths of the other Se&arzes. But they are too prudent to fall foul one upon another, when 
F their bufine(s is to joyn ina Confederate party againtt the Government : fo that they are now One 
and A!], and every (cparate Opinion.ſticles for all the ret : And then comes on the Cry of the 
Q:phans and- Widdows againſt the cruel:y of the Oppreſſor 8 Sixty pounnds diftrain*d for twelve 3 
1&0 bunared jor Sixty,&c. Mcthinks the Plaintiff ſhould have been fo in;enuous, as to hive r:fle 
cted upon the perſccurions rhat other men ſuffered even from theſe people that now complain of a 
perſecurion; & that th:y ſuff. red for worſhip ping according to their Conſciences t10,and they had not on- 
ly Religion on their {ide, but Law a!lfo >. whereas the other founded a RevePion upon a pretenard 
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| Et: +, the True Proteſtant, TO TO 2, 
ſcrtple of Religion, and oppoſed the Rules of Chriſtianity and Civil Authority, both in one ; Bueſt 2 
is a perſeeution to them, to be kept from perſecuting. | .. / 

Neither does this Glamour keep ic (elf within the bounds of ſpiritel matters, but breaks in 
up onthe Civil Adminiſtration, and alarms the multitude with the terrible apprehenfions likewiſe,# 
of Tyranny & Slavery. Wherefore we are enforced to oppoſe the ſenſible Experiment of an «Qual Ty- * _ 

' ranny and ſlivery to the artificial and imaginary fears of it; to leave all mortals without excuſe,thar 
ſhall read theſe plain and well-meaning Papers, if evec they ſhould fall into the ſame miſtakes again  * 

{ The taking away of mens Goeds and Liberties, the forcing of their Conſciences, and tying them up 

| to an implicit Obedience to the Decrees of Goveryment, ate terrbile things, 1 muſt confeſs z_ But yet " 

' much worſe ſure, where they run diretly again the Stream of a recezv*d Auth.rity and Uſage, then +». 
where the ſo doing is warranted by knows Laws and uninterrupted PraGice, = 

Thereareſeveral ſorts of perſecution : A perſecution in matter of Conſcietce, Good Name, P2o* _ 
pzicty of Gords and Effate ; freedoms of perſon, and that is the moſt odious aggravation of perſecution, + 
when it is ſet up in defiance of a publick Law,and incroduced under a colour of kindneſs to a'l theſe 
Intereftr, We will beas ſhort in theſe particulars as we can, and leave the Reader today where the * 
Odium of the Perſecution lies. Ho ; 

Firft, to the point of Conference. It was the judgment of the late Royaliſts, that they were ob< 
ligediin conſcience and duty, to Pay Obedience to the Laws, both civil and eccleſiaſtical ; and with 
the hazard of their Liver and Fortunes, toendeavour the preſervation both of the Church and State. ©, | 


| 


The Proteftant Diſſenters pretended the ſame reſpet for the King and Chgreb, with the Royal party _... - 
And when by popular pretexts they had ingratiated themſelves with the multitude, they plaid _- * 
their Game the contrary way, and took up Army againſt the Government which they ſwore to de- 
fend. Bi lee at what a rate they treated, not only the Friends of the Government, but the Governe . 4 
ment it ſelf. | fr 
There were a bundred and fifteen Miniſters eje&ed, within the Bills of Mortality; beſide Pauls 
ard Weſtminſter ; andin proportion all the Nation over, for refuling co comply with the Schiſpm;, * 
and they were not (0 much as ſuffer'd to take the Employment of either a School-maſter or a Chap.  ? 
Lain, but under heavy penaltie-, Several of our Divines were choak'd up, and Poiſon'd in Peters... | | | 
Howſe, and other Goals, either for worſhipping according to their Conſciences, or refuſing 10 al againſt, | 
them, No man admiceed to compound, or ſo much as live in the Parliaments Quarters, without” 
ſwearing, Men were ſ:quefter'd for not joyning in the Rebellion ; for aſſiſting the King according to 
the Law, and for not Corenanting, though in expreſs Contradifion to the Oath of Allegiance, Ups 
on the Abolition of the Common Prayer, (evere penalties impos'd upon any man that ſhould uſeir; 
and their own DireQory impos*'d upon. a Forfeiture too; nay, they would not allo the King hime * 
felf, in his Diftreſles, the Comfort of any of, his «wn Chaplains, nor ſo much as the beneht of a 
Common-Prayer Book: Andat Fife in Scotland, there was an Oath given at the Communion, not eo" 
'ta.e the Kings Oath, nor any other then their own.--- Was all this an Invaſion of 'the Liberty of * 
Conſeience Or not ? 0: - 
Touching a perſecution now upon the point of Good 2ame : Though the whole courſe of theHie 
Rory is full of virulent and unchriftian Refle&ions, I will only refer my (elf to that Diabolical Libel 
of Whites Centuries of ſcandalows Miniſters ; wherein, without any regard to truth oc modeſty, they - 
*have expos'd ſo many reverend Names to Infamy and Difhonour. In one word; Aﬀter they had re» _ 
preſented the King bimſelf for a Tyrant, and an Idolater, it was but Conſonant that they ſhouldcaſt 
Reproaches upon his Party. | | | 
JTouching the Freedom of our Perſons and Eſtates, the whole courſe of the iate War, was but.one 
tinued Uſurpation upon our Rights to both : Noble mens Houſes turn'd co Priſons, and peo- 
committed, without knowing either their Accuſers, or their Offence: Some clap'd on m_ + 
2r £0 be tranſported, no body knew whither ; and others ſold into Plantations for Slaves. o 1.8 
$ nothing of thoſe that fell by the Sword, in the Deſence of their Country'z or otherwile paſt | 3 
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the hand of the Execntioner, in jofcrion of heir Religion andPillegianee, 'T 

*#f Threeſcore pounds for Twelve, i®beſe day: ; nor of Two. hundred'for Sixty, Bur they took Al 

(for nothing 3 and there wasno Living among them for any Honelt man, that would not profticure | 

- Ris Conſcience, And who are they now,burt either the very perſons, or men however of theſe very 

© FPrinciples, that ated theſe Out-rages upon Us, and yet now complain of being perſecuted thems 

© 2 ſelves 7. When they fartle the Common people with the Notions of Cruelcy and Slayery, ag a mate 
{ter now in proſpge&z methinks they ſhould blufh at the memory, and upon the Guilt of thoſe re 

al Calamities which we have both ſeen and felc, wherein our Bleſſed Soveraign had yet a greater 

ſhare then any of his Subjeas. Es ab 

' They aboliſh:4 Kingly Government 3 ſold1be Crown Lands ; impriſon'd axd murther*dthe King; 

i{[mads it Treaſon to deny the Supremacy of the Commons; twrn'd our Churches into Stables ; burnt 


$57 Communion-Tables, and profan'd the very Aſhes of the Dead, Let but any man read Scobe}s Ads, 
Yard (ay, if the Engliſh were not in thoſe times, and under theſe Proteſtant Diſſenters, the moſt de- 
fpicable /{ ves in n1aTure, Sree their Tax upon the Fifib and Twrenticth part, their E xciſes upon E x= 
eſp ; their Aſſiſſments for the Maintenance of the Army, and their mentbly Taxes for the ſame end: 
Ninety thouſand pounds; S1xſcore thjuſand pounds, Sixty thouſand pounds, Sequeſtrations, ſeizing of 
feoples Rents and Debtr, -app! opriating to themſelves the profits of Tonnage and Poundage, and 
Corppolitions fog Fards, Authorizing the breaking oper of Locks, and Examining upon Oath far 
Jaicovery of Delinquents, Money and Eſtates. All this is as well known, asthe very faCt of the-War 
It e\ſ; avd if we have a mind to lie down under theſame Bondage again, let us believe the Sto- 
ries of Arbitrzry Government and Swperftition, that theſe people tell us of, and they ſhall juft ſo help 
Ws out of it again, as they did before. : | 
® There ſhould be ſomethinF further ſaid to their pretence of being perſecuted for Religien, bue 
| 8 *$:d little to be added to what is already delivered. The Law ftand:s ſtill : They preſs upon the 
K-Low, and yet cry out;thatthe Law perſecutes them, We may lay down this, I think, for a Maxim 
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i hat whoſoever tells us 1hat be makes a Conſcience of complying with the Diſcipline of 1he Cbareb, and . | 
| Lyet manifeſtly makes none at all, of undermining, Uay and of blowing wp the whole frame of the Govern : | 


ment, that man is moſt wndowhtedly an Hypocrite. 


© To conclude.s. What's the meaning of this Remozſtrating to the people? They are no Fudger of. 
- | {Mebe Controverfie : Bur they do well however, in a Cauſe, where Force doesa great deal more than : 


MWrvalue than modeſty and reaſon. It is a moſt ridiculous contradifion to common ſenfe,. to believe + 
Witheſe.men to be in earneſt; for if they Wege, they would never defame the Government, at the - 
Weme time that they beg a Diſpenſation from its S 
WW Their Demand is unreaſonable, the thing it ſelf only nottonal and impraicable, By Liberty of ' © 
Conſcience, they mean a Freedom ef doing what they pleaſe, which neceſſarily implies a total Diſſolu- \ , 
"gion of the Laws. They offer it only ai a Deeey to the people;and when they have gain'd compaſſion to: * | 
| Wrheoſelrer (like beggars that move pity by ſhewing Ulcers of their own making) their next bufineſs © 


Wis to d: aw Contempts upon the Government, and after that, to enter without more ado, upon the if! 


great Work of Reformation. Let me do this Right bowever t0 1he Independents : I do not find that party 

o: have given the Government any trouble fixce bis Majeſtics Retw'n 5 but tbat they have kept therſelves 

tear of all tbeſe late Broils : And if Authority bad the ſame ſenſe of them, with the Autbor of this Pam- 

7 b!co, they would be found both in their Principles and in their Manners, to bave the moſt reaſonable 

| Claim of all ſorts of Diſſenters, to 4 favourable allowance from the Governums;»;, God in his mercy open - 
"our Eyes, that we may Know Our Friends from our Enemies, 


Argument, to make their application to the mulcitude, with whom clamoxr and pretence are of more + * 
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